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1 . SUMMARY. DURING AN AUGUST 4 TOUR D'HORIZON WITH THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR ALABART-MIRANDA, THE AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED THE 
PRESENT STATE OF MOROCCAN-SPANISH RELATIONS. A FEW MAJOR 
PROBLEMS REMAIN, INCLUDING ONE OR TWO STICKY ONES, BUT 
MIRANDA'S PRESENTATION WAS ON BALANCE POSITIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ATMOSPHERICS. DESPITE CONSIDERABLE DISTRACTIONS WITH 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS IN MADRID. MIRANDA SAID THAT SPAIN WISHED 
TO PURSUE THE PATH OF CLOSE RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO AND THAT 
HE HAD JUST RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO INFORM THE GOM OF SPAIN'S 
READINESS TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN 
MID-SEPTEMBER. HE INDICATED BOTH SIDES WERE LOOKING HARD 

AT THE SUBSTANCE OF THE REMAINING UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS BETWEEN 
THEM, WITH THE RESULT THAT IN SOME AREAS MOVEMENT WAS 
NOT AS RAPID AS THE SPANISH WOULD LIKE. 
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3. REMAINING NEGOTIATING ISSUES. FISHING WAS PERHAPS THE 
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TRICKIEST OF ALL REMAINING ISSUES. SPAIN WAS HAVING 
TROUBLE WITH MOROCCO'S DEMANDS IN VIEW OF THE GREAT 
DEPENDENCE WHICH CANARY-BASED FISHERMEN HAD ON MOROCCAN 
AND SAHARAN WATERS. ALSO OUTSTANDING WAS SETTLEMENT OF 
REMAINING CLAIMS ON FORMER SPANISH OFFICIAL PROPERTIES 
(ESPECIALLY IN THE NORTH) AND MOROCCANIZED FORMER SPANISH 
PRIVATE BUSINESSES AND PROPERTY. THE FOURTH AREA AWAITING 
SETTLEMENT WAS THE QUESTION OF PENSIONS FOR THE SUBSTANTIAL 
NUMBER OF FORMER SPANISH CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES NOW 
LIVING IN MOROCCO. THE MOROCCANS WISHED THE GOS TO PAY 
THE GOM, WHICH WOULD IN TURN UNDERTAKE TO MAKE THE MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENTS. THE GOS, 

SAID MIRANDA, WOULD NOT AGREE TO THIS, BUT HE HAD THE 
IMPRESSION THE GOM WOULD NOT MAKE A CAUSE CELEB RE OF THE 
ISSUE. 

4. LISTS OF SAHARANS. MIRANDA SAID THAT ONE OTHER DIFFICULTY 
REMAINED. IT CONCERNED A GOM REQUEST TO TURN OVER ITS 
PERSONNEL RECORDS AND LISTS OF SAHARANS WHICH SPANISH 
TERRITORIAL AUTHORITIES HAD MAINTAINED IN EL AYOUN. THE 
GOS WAS BALKING AT THIS REQUEST. FOR IT INVOLVED PRIVILEGED 
INFORMATION AND COULD JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY OF SOME OF ITS 
FORMER EMPLOYEES GIVEN THE CIVIL UNREST PREVAILING IN THE 
SAHARA. HE DID NOT KNOW HOW THIS WOULD BE RESOLVED, BUT 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT WAS A VERY TRICKY ISSUE IN LIGHT OF 
POSSIBLE FUTURE EFFORTS TO "CONSULT" WITH THE SAHARAN 
PEOPLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNGA SELF-DETERMINATION RESO- 
LUTIONS. 

5. NEXT UNGA ON THE SAHARA. AS IN THE PAST, THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR DID NOT SEE HOW HIS GOVERNMENT COULD BE OF 
DECISIVE HELP TO MOROCCO IN THE FORTHCOMING UNGA. THE 
GOS, HE SAID, WOULD CERTAINLY LIKE TO SEE A PEACEFUL 
RESOLUTION OF THE PROBEM AND WOULD DO WHAT IT COULD TO 
HELP MOROCCO IN CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS AT THE UNGA. BECAUSE 
SPAIN WAS FORMERLY ONLY AN ADMINISTERING POWER AND NEVER 
HAD SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE SAHARA, HOWEVER, IT COULD NOT 
AGREE THAT SOVEREIGNTY PASSED FROM SPAIN TO MOROCCO UNDER 
THE NOVEMBER, 1975 MADRID ACCORDS. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, 
MIRANDA CONCLUDED, SPAIN S ULTIMATE POSITION AT THE 
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UNGA WOULD DEPEND ON THE PRECISE WORDING OF THE SAHARA 
RESOLUTION. 

6. COMMENT. THE RELATIVELY NEW SPANISH AMBASSADOR WAS 
PAINTING THE BEST POSSIBLE PICTURE, SOMETHING WHICH DOES 
CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY TO ATMOSPHERICS. HOWEVER, IT IS 
CLEAR FROM READING BETWEEN THE LINES AND OUR OTHER 
CONVERSATIONS WITH SPANISH EMBASSY OFFICIALS THAT THE HIGH 
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LEVEL EXPRESSIONS OF WARMTH AND FRIENDSHIP STILL HAVE NOT 
ENTIRELY PENETRATED THE ISSUES THEMSELVES OR, MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, THE ATTITUDES OF THOSE CHARGED TO DEAL WITH 
THOSE ISSUES. 

ANDERSON 
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